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Abstract:

This article examines how early BBS (Bulletin Board System)
technology and university culture shaped online communities
by focusing on the Weiming BBS at Peking University at the
turn of the 21st century. Relying on participants’ memories of
using and experiencing Weiming BBS, the article reveals the
changing ways in which students used the technology and how
it led to the construction of a virtual community. Both facts his-
torically reflected the transition of media technology. The arti-
cle argues that early university BBS communities were neither
simply virtual communities nor replicas of offline communities.
Social connections in the campus brought about a sense of
community, while a culture of autonomy that subverted pow-
er relations thrived in virtual space. The interactions between
online and offline realms, between technology and university
culture have forged this early BBS community.
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Virtual communities, Internet history, Social use of technology,
Chinese university culture, BBS memories
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